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On the Late 


EARTHQUAKES, 


J Tarar ar LISBON; 
Part whereof was Preached December 21.1756, 


and the other Part February 4. 17 50, in the 
Pariſh Church of St. Andrew, Plymouth: 


WHEREIN 


The Subject is conſidered both in a Philoſophical 
and Religions Light, 
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Onnia em Sortis ſunt, & | nondum meta, tamen mobilia. 
5 Hunc fortaſſe in quo ſecurius conſiſtis locum, hæc Nox, aut hic 
ante Noctem dies ſcindet. Senec. Nat, Quæſt. 
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And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto them; ft þpoſe ye, ö 
that theſe Galileans were Sinners * all the 


Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things ? 1 
tell you, nay : But except ye repent, ye ſhall All 
litewiſe periſh. Or thoſe eighteeen, upon whom 
de Tower in Siloam fell and flew them, think 
JT ye, that they were Sinners above All Men that 
= dwelt in Jeruſalem? I tell you, nay: But ex- 
cept ye repent, ye ſhall All likewiſe periſh. 


T is a Notion, that hath been much enter- 
tained, even by Chriſtians, as well as Jews 
and Heathens, that thoſe who are the great- 
eſt Sufferers muſt conſequently be the 

greateſt Sinners, and that their Sufferings or 

Calamities are Judgements upon them for their 

Wickedneſs. What the Barbarians in the Iſland 

of Malta thought of St. Paul, when they ſaw a 

Viper faſten upon his Hand, is but too com- 

monly the Way of judging of many People in 

theſe Days. They immediately fancied this was 

a Curſe upon Him for his Crimes. No doubt, 

ſaid they among themſelves, th:s Man is a Mur- 

derer, whom though He hath eſcaped the Sea, yet 

Vf engeance fu uffereth not to live“. 


a Acts 28. | 8 : 
A | From 


b 


From a Conſideration of this general Propen- 


ſity in Men to impute Calamities to the unhap- 


py Sufferers, as divine Puniſhments, there was 
but too much Reaſon to apprehend, that this 
Way of judging would prevail among many 
Perſons with regard to the poor unfortunate In- 


habitants of Liſbon. Upon firſt hearing of the 
_ dreadful Diſaſter that had befallen them, it im- 
mediately occurred to me, that the World would 


be apt to judge hardly of them, that many Per- 


ſons would be ready to pronounce them, a moſt 


ſinful Nation, and that their Impieties had occa- 


ſioned this Manifeſtation of divine Vengeance. 


Accordingly, we have ſince ſeen theſe uncha- 
ritable Notions advanced and propagated, both 


in Prints and Pamphlets, in News Papers and 
Converſation. The Character of the Portugueſe 


hath ſuffered a ſevere Scrutiny, hath been cen- 
ſured with great Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion, 


and exhibited in the worſt of Lights. From the ©: 


Accounts of their Acts of Faith, their Treatment 


of relapſed Converts, and their Perſecutions and 
Cruelties to Proteſtants, many have been almoſt 


ready to ſay; that their Suffering was but their 


Deſert; and, let them go dun quick into Hell, 
for Wickeaneſs is in their Divellings, and among 
them. The Righteous, it is ſaid, have been ſe- 


parated from the Wicked, the Engliſb from tage 


Natives, on this Occaſion : And ſtill to make it 
look more like a Judgment, the Day of their 


exerciſing their Cruelty, hath been made the 
very Day of their Calamity : And when all the 
lofty Temples, and other Popiſh religious * 

ave 
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have been thrown down and laid in Ruins, a 
ſingle Proteſtant Chapel, the only one in the 


Place, hath been left ſtanding. 

But ſuch a Way of judging and concluding, 
is haſty, is wrong, is unchriſtian, and inhuman, 
Some of theſe Accounts perhaps may not be true, 
or may be otherwiſe explained, without ſuppo- 
ſing any miraculous Interpoſition of the Deity. 
— It is breaking the bruiſei Reed, and adding 
$9rr0W to their Sorrow, to aſcribe all their Sut- 
ferings to the vindictive Wrath of Heaven. — It 


is the Way to make us ſhut ib all our Bowels of 


Compaſion from them, and leave them to periſh 


in their Diſtreſs ; as looking upon them accur- 


ſed of God, and not entitled to our Mercy or e- 


ven the Benefits of common Humanity As 


thinking we ſhould counteract the Intentions of 
the Almighty, if we ſhould offer to ſave thoſe, 
whom He had devoted to Deſtruction. 


At the ſame Time we ſhall be apt to grow 


too ſecure, too preſuming, and ſelt-confident, 
when we make unjuſt Compariſons between 
them and ourſelves; and becauſe we have eſca- 
ped Puniſhment, ſhall flatter ourſelves, that we 


have deſerved none — that we are more right- 
eous than all others — and that God muſt be 
our peculiar Friend and Protector, becauſe we 


do not feel Him as an Enemy and Avenger. 


Be it, that the Portugueſe had many great and 


crying Sins. Have not we, and many other 
Nations, as many ang as great Sins, either of 
the ſame, or of ſome other Kind? Is Liſbon 


worſe than any other City of Europe? Is there 
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more Curſing and Swearing, Perjury and Pro- 
phaneneſs, more Drunkenneſs, more Robbery, 
more Rapine and Murder there, than in London? 

More: Lewdneſs, Adultery, Luxury, and Pro- 
fligacy, than at Paris? Is the Portugueſe Bigot 


worſe than the Engliſh Infidel or Atheiſt ? Or, 


if Popiſh Superſtition and Cruelty made Liſbon 5 
to fall, how came Rome to ſtand? What then? ©) 
Are we better than they? No: I am afraid in no ©} 
40/e, as to our moral Character. Sinners indeed *? 
we All are, and 27 zs of the Lord's Mercies, that © 

e are not All cenſun Ro J, God ſhould enter into © 
fri Judgment, no Men lioing could be juſti- 
Redl. Cd ſpould be extreme to mark all that 1s 


done amis, no Fl:fh could abide it. 


But in T —— 5 there does not ſeem to have 
been any remarkable Wickedneſs in the Portu- 
eſe at this Time, that was not equally flagrant 5 

in many other European Nations. If they fell 
by Juſtice therefore, remember, that H ſand- 


bf, by Mercy. 


What if God willing fo ſhew his 
Wrath, and to make his Power known, after much 
Long-ſuffering, let fall his Judgments upon ſome, 
and ſpared others? Be not high minded, but 


fear. The Portugueſe, we muſt bear them Re- 


cord, have a Zeal of God, though not according t0 


Alliance extremely beneficial to this Nation. 
Their Royal Family are decent, and generally 


well ſpoken of. The King on this {ad Diſaſter 


behaved with a noble Firmneſs and Magnani- 


mity, 


In their moral Character, they are 
not inferior to their Neighbours : Punctual and 
| honeſt in their Dealings, and by their Trade and 
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1 
mity, and when he had loſt his Capital, the 
Strength and Glory of his Kingdom, expreſſed 
his Thankfulneſs to Providence for his Preſer- 


vation. 


It is therefore unjuſt, cruel, and inhuman to 
paſs ſo ſevere a Cenſure upon them — to inter- 
pret their Misfortunes as Curſes — to aggravate 
their Calamities by branding them with the Im- 
putation of divine Judgments — and to fix upon 
them-a Mark of Infamy and Contempt, by 
pointing them out as more notoriouſly ſinful and 
wicked than other Nations, and as being in a 
particular Manner the Object of God's Diſplea- 
ſure and Puniſhment. — But hear what our Sa- 
viour faith upon this Subject. 

Certain Perſons, we are told in the firſt Verſe 
of this Chapter, had taken an Occaſion of ſpeak- 
ing to Him concerning the Galileans, whom be- 
ing Zealots for their Law and Liberty, and vio- 
lent Enemies to the Roman Government, Plate 
the Roman Governour had lately flain, as they 
were offering Sacrifice at the Temple, and 
thereby had mingled their own Blood with the 
Blood of their Sacrifices. Upon this, theſe Perſons 
concluded within themſelves, and no doubt hint- 
ed the ſame to our Saviour, that theſe Galileaus 
muſt have been extremely wicked — that cer- 
tainly they mult have been Sinners above all the 
Galileans, fince they died ſuch a ſhocking and 
diſmal Death. But Jeſus Chriſt, who well 
knew God Almighty's Ways in dealing with 
Mankind, aſſured them of the Wrong and Fal- 
ſity of ſuch Notions, and declared, that People 

are 
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are not to be thought greater Sinners than all o- 


thers, becauſe they have been greater Sufferers, | 
Suppoſe ye, that theſe Galileans were Sinners above 
All the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things? 

I tell you, nay: But except ye repent, ye ſhall All © 


likewiſe periſh. You, that have had no ſuch Cala- q 


mity happen to you, may be equally Otjects of God's | 


Anger — may be as wicked, or more wicked than I 


they were, and therefore unleſs you avert it by Re- 
pentance, you may ſhare the ſame, or a worſe Fate, 


you ſhall All likewiſe periſh. — And to paſs from ©? 


theſe Sufferings of the Galileans, to other Accidents : 
and Calamities, that happen to Mankind in gene- 


ral; You know the Tower in Siloam lately fell x | 
doton, and cruſhed eighteen People to Death by the © 


Fall of it. But do ye think, that thoſe erghteen 1 


«vere Sinners above All Men that dwelt in Jeruſa- 
lem? No, they were no worſe than the other In- 


habitants, Only the Tower in Silbam being 
weak and ruinous, I ſuppoſe, happened juſt to 


tumble down in that very Inſtant, when theſe © 


eighteen Perſons were ſtanding under it. This 
then was not to be conſidered as a Judgment 


upon them for any extraordinary Sins, nor could 
it hence be inferred, that they were worſe than 
the reſt of their Neighbours. I is appointed un- 
to all Men once to die, and Saints and Sinners 


muſt alike periſh when ſuch maſly Stones or | 
Buildings fall upon them, unleſs a divine Power I; 
interpoſe for their Deliverance, which is not or- 


dinarily to be expected. 


Our Saviour then in the Scripture before us, 


_ plainly teaches theſe two Things. Firſt, that 


Mens 


CF] 
Mens Sufferings in this World are no Proof, 
1 that the Sufferers are greater Sinners than All 
thoſe that have not ſuffered. Suppoſe ye that 
'I tbeſe Galileans were Sinners above all the Gali- 
eans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things? I tell you, 
I roy. And therefore, Secondly, that thoſe who 
have ſuffered no ſuch Calamities or Afflictions, 
may yet be in as dangerous or a worſe Condi- 
ton. I tell you, except ye repent, ye ſhall All 
"I ikerouſe periſh. J ne 
I Firſt then, I fay, Mens Sufferings in this 
World are no Proof that they are Sinners above 
All thoſe that have not ſuffered. As Proſperity 
s no Proof of Righteouſneſs, ſo neither is Ad- 
rerfity any Proof of Wickedneſs. The wicked 
are ſometimes ſuffered to flouriſh hike a green 
Bay-Tree. Nay, the Pſalmiſt thought they were 
more proſperous than the Righteous. He was 
grieved, He ſays, to ſee the ungodly in ſuch Proſ 
jerity. They are luſiy and ſtrong, they come into 
% Misfortune hke other Folk, neither are they 
FJ lagued ihe other Men. On the other Hand, 
Ie Righteous are often perſecuted and afflicted : 
Jea, ſometimes, All that will live godly in Chriſt 
Jl feſus, hall ſuffer Perſecution, Holy Job, moſt 
Jof the Prophets, our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
. Fnany Saints and Martyrs are ſufficient Inſtances 
of the Sufferings of the Righteous. — The 
World is not a Place to beſtow Rewards in, or 
Fifi Puniſhments according to Mens Deſerts. 
J That is left to the great Day of Retribution 
ereafter, when every one ſhall receive according to 
a Fi. 73. 
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Bleſſing or Curſing immediately followed Obe- 
dience or Diſobedience, and Mercies and Judg- 
ments ſignalized the divine Adminiſtration. But 
under the Goſpel it is not ſo. Our Saviour took 
up the Croſs; and ſo muſt m-ny of his right- 18 
_ eous Followers, and here ſuffer with Him, if wit] 
they would hereafter reign with Him. Many of 
the Evils or Sufferings of this Life in Scripture- . Rel 


Life, or Fortune make a great Part of theſe Suf- 


pared with the Glory that ſhall be revealed in us", 
in the preſent State of Things. To pull up all 


the Wheat. Such are the neceſſary Connections 
among good and bad Men in this Life, that arif 
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the Things done in the Body, whether they be good | 
or evil, Under the Theocracy of the Fews in- 
deed Life and Death were ſet before them; 


$S 


Account are no Evils at all. Sickneſs, loſs of wh 


ferings. But Sickneſs is a paternal Chaſtiſe- © 
ment *, 7o die is gain®, and to ſuffer the loſs of © 
all Things is nothing, ; we can but win Chriſt *, © 
at leaſt, the Sufferings of this preſent Time are ſo 
inconſiderable, that they are not worthy to be com- 
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Immediate Puniſhment of Evil is not practicable 
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the Tares, would greatly injure, if not deſtroy 


NEE 


Judgments cannot be inflicted on the latter, tur 
without involving the former in their Miſeries | far. 
and Ruin. Thus it is evident, from the Con- pla 
ſtitution of the World, that all the public Cala- J Wil 
mities of Plague and Peſtilence, bad Seaſons and I W 


Famine, Fire and Sword, Storms and Tem- ex, 


peſts, Earthquakes and Vulcanos, muſt in every N. 


a Heb. 12. 5. b Phil. 1. 21. c Phil. 3. 8. d Rom. | 
8. 18. CE 
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Country where they happen, ſweep away and 
deſtroy the Righteous and the Wicked without 
Diſtinction. Nor can private Judgments be in- 
flicted on Individuals, without the innocent and 
virtuous, in moſt Inſtances, partaking of the 
Sufferings and ſharing the Fate of the ſinful and 
vicious. To punith a wicked Man with ſome 
ſignal Infamy, with Poverty, with Sickneſs, or 
with Death, muſt bring Diſgrace, Sorrow, 
Want, and Miſery upon his Family, his near 
Relations, Friends, or Dependents; ſome of 
whom, it is highly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, may be 
very innocent good People. On the contrary, 
ſome Bleſſings could not be given to the Right- 
eous, without the Wicked's partaking of them. 
The Sun ariſeth on the Evil and on the Good, and 
Rain is ſent to the Juſt and Unju/t. So that bad 
Men are permitted to enjoy many of the Goods 
of this Life in common with good Men: And 
good Men, in common with bad, are left to 
ſuffer in the Misfortunes and Calamities of the 
World. 24-4 . ; | 

Theſe Misfortunes or Calamities very often 
ariſe from the general eſtabliſhed Laws of Na- 
ture — they are what muſt happen in the neceſ- 
fary Courſe of Things — are natural Effects of 
plain and natural Cauſes. Fire will burn, Water 
will drown, and the Point of a Sword will 
1 & wound, if we come within their Reach or Pow- 
er, and the Things, that ſhould have been for our 
Vale, may by Accident or Abuſe, be unto us 

an Occaſion of falling. If a Man die by a Fall 
from his Horſe, by the burning or falling of his 
en B Houle, 
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Houſe, by ſailing on the Sca, or | fording a Ri- 


daily expoſed to them? Muſt the Fire ceaſe to 
burn, muſt the Waters ſtand on an Heap, muſt 
the Tides not flow, nor the Winds ariſe, muſt © 


Operations for the Sake of my Life or Fortune, 
or mult I otherways be ſuppoſed to have died T 
or ſuffered by a Judgment ? Whenever we hear 


| Inſtead of looking upon them as divine Judg- 
ments, or of having Recourſe to ſome extraor- f 
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ver, is this any wonder, or can ſuch an Acci- 
dent with any Reaſon be called a Judgment? Is 


it not a greater wonder, that Men ſo often ef- nat: 
cape, and that ſo few Accidents happen of this 
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Sort, conſidering what Numbers of People are 


the Sun ſtand ſtill, and Nature ſtop her uſual 5 


of any ſuch Accidents or Misfortunes as theſe, 


dinary Sins as the Cauſe, we ſhould rather be 


inclined to believe, that they may proceed from Co 
the ordinary Powers of Nature, which always tor! 
produce ſuch Effects in ſuch and ſuch Caſes, | mu 
unleſs God Himſelf ſhould immediately inter- La. 
poſe, and ſuſpend their Power of acting. Our cor 


Saviour tells us, a Man may have very great I TI 


bodily Misfortunes happen to him, without | 
having finned either himſelf or his Fathers, ſo as Y * 
to have given Occaſion to them. His Diſciples | 
aſked Him; who did fin, this Man, or his Pa- Lin 
rents, that 'be was born blind? Jeſus anſwered : Y} mor 
Neither hath this Man ſinned, nor bis Parents: } 


But that the Works of God ſhould be made manife eft | 166 


in him miſ 


Different Inhabitants upon different Parts o | peſ 


the Earth are ſubject to ſeveral Diſeaſes, Acci- we 
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dents, and Calamities, by the very Nature of 


their Situation and Climate. 
On a haſty View of Things, one would be 
naturally lead to imagine, that Moſcow, Peter- 


ſourgh, and other Cities in the more northern 


Parts of the World, were puniſhed by the Wrath 
of Heaven in the great Devaſtions ſo frequently 
made there by dreadful Fires. But when we 
duly attend to the particular Circumſtances of 
theſe terrible Events, the Wonder in great Mea- 
ſure ceaſes. The Buildings here, conſiſting 
chiefly of Wood abounding with an oily ſul- 


phureous Principle or Roſin, are compoſed of 


very combuſtible Materials. In theſe northern 
Climes too, the Days in Summer being very 
long and the Nights proportionally ſhort, the 


Heat becomes exceſſively great in the inland 


Countries, and far exceeding even that of the 
torrid Zone in many Parts of the Earth *. Inſo- 
much that both Houſes and large Tracts of dry 
Land are ſometimes actually ſet on Fire and 
conſumed by the ſole Force of the Sun's Heat *. 


Theſe Particulars being conſidered, we are no 


a The abſolute Heat at Peteraburgb, lying in about 60®, of 
north Latitude, is ſurpriſing : Farenheit's Thermometer having 


ſometimes ſtood there at 98% Whereas in twice croſſing the 
Line, near the Coaſts of ſouth America, the ſame Kind of Ther- 


mometer never roſe higher than 76%. Lord An/on's Voyage 


round the World. | 
b The Czar's chief Phyſician told Mr. Boyle, that in the Year 
1664. large Tracts of dry Land in Ruſſia were ſet on Fire and 


miſerably waſted by the Heat of the Sun: And that the like 


Accident happened at a Place called Bearhaven in Norway, where, 


beſide Tracts of dry Ground, ſeveral timber or wood Houſes 
were ſet on Fire and conſumed by the great Heat and Drought. 
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1 
longer ſurprized, that Fires ſhould ſo frequent- 
ly happen in theſe Parts of the World, and burn 
with ſuch Rapidity and Violence. 
Voaſt Swarms of Locuſts, of Muſcatos, of 
Frogs, and other troubleſome and noxious In- 
ſects, found on different Parts of the Globe, are 
oftentimes the natural Productions of the Place, 
and not Judgments on the Inhabitants“. 
A Plague or Peſtilence, which in England is 
reckoned a divine Scourge, in Turkey, in Egypt, 
and ſome other hot Countries, is Endemial, and 
is known to ariſe from the Heat and Moiſture, 
from the putrid Vapours and Exhalations of the 


a The frequent Peſtruction made by immenſe Swarms of Lo- 
cuſts in ſome particular Parts of the World, by devouring all 
Kinds of Vegetables, and thereby occaſioning great Scarcity and 
Want, is too well known to need further mention. The Stench 
and Infection of the Air by their Futrefaction when dead, have 
ſometimes given Riſe to peſtilential Diſeaſes. There is a conſi- 
derable Country on the Coaſt of Terra Firma, though excellent 
for Sugar Plantations, rendered almoſt unhabitable by the Muſ- 


catos ; the Slaves being fo tormented with them, that it is im- 3 
poſſible for them to follow their Labor. This Place is thence i 
ed the Mnjca!s Shore, and is a dry ſandy Soil, in which 
theſe noxions Vermin are only found. In Lapland and other 
northern Countries, the Muſcatos or Flies, in ſummer Time, | 
are ſo very numerous and inſufferable, that the Svediſb Sol- 7 
diers here, who are greatly uſed to all Kinds of Hardſhip, | 
are obliged to wrap up their Faces, or cover them with Tar: | 
And the Laplanders and Rain-Deer, in this Seaſon, are drove, by | 
| theſe furious Inſects, from their Habitations to ſeek ſhelter on the | 
_ Coaſts of the Ocean, Figure de la Terre, par Monſ. Mavpertuis. | 


Balaſſore and other low flat Places in the Bay of Bengal, after 


Inundatione, to which they are very liable, are greatly inſeſt- 


ed with Frogs; and the endemial peſtilential Fevers, which rage 


at theſe Seaſons, are ſuppoſed chiefly owing to the noiſom Efflu- 
via of theſe putrefied dead Inſects. Holland, from a like Situa- 
tion, would probably be ſubje& to the ſame Evils, were it not 


for the Storks, that devour the Frogs in ſuch Abundance. 
5 | Country, 
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[13] 
Country, and People that die there of this Diſ- 
1 caſe, are not ſuppoſed to die of any very uncom- 
mon or extraordinary Death. 
Thunder and Lightning, Vulcanos and Earth- 
quakes, from the particular local Conſtitution 
of the Earth and Atmoſphere, may be conſi- 
dered as being in a Manner natural to ſome 
Countries: and are owing to vaſt Quantities of 
Iron, Sulphur, Pyrites, and Naphtha, produ- 
cing violent Fermentations and Exploſions in the 
Bowels of the Earth, and filling the Air with 
their ſulphureous inflammable Vapors. Thus a 
Compoſition of the Filings of Iron, Sulphur, 
and Water, mixt together cold in Form of a 
ſtiff Paſte, and buried under Ground, will in a 
ſhort Time ferment, excite great Heat, produce 
a vaſt Quantity of claſtic exploſive Air and Va- 
pors, make the Earth tremble, heave and rent, 
and, at length, burſt forth into Flames, with 
a prodigious exploſive Force, and fulminating 
Noiſe, producing a true Earthquake or Vulca- 
no“: which will be more or leſs violent and of 
greater or leſs Extent, according to the different 
Quantity of the Materials and their different 
Depth within the Ground. In like Manner the 
Pyrites, which are a Compoſition of Iron, Sul- 
phur, and the foſſil Acid of the Earth, when 
expoſed in a pretty large Quantity to the Air and 
Moiſture, either above or below Ground, fer- 
ment, grow very hot, fume, take Fire, and, if 
confined, explode with great Violence and a 
8 thundering Noiſe. 


a Sub pedibus mugire ſolum, & juga alta moveri, 


I The 


D 141 
Ihe inflammable ſulphureous Vapors exhaled 
from theſe Kinds of foſſil Bodies; as alſo thoſe 
ariſing from many other Subſtances greatly a- 
bounding with a ſulphureous Principle (as the 
Ores of Metals and Semimetals, Beds of Bitu- 


men and Naphtha, burning Fewel, the inffam- 


mable ſulphureous Earth of Moraſſes, the oily 
Parts of Animals and Vegetables, &c.) natural- 
ly contain a great deal of Fire, attract one an- 
other, and being condenſed by the Cold in the 
ſuperior Region of the Air, form ſulphureous 
Electric Clouds. Theſe being carried about by 
the Winds, and ſtriking againſt watery Non- 
electric Clouds, flaſh into them with a fulmina- 
ting Noiſe, and produce Thunder and Light- 
ning. CC I ny 
From theſe Reaſonings and Experiments, you 
fee, it clearly appears, that Thunder and Light- 
ning, Vuicanos and Earthquakes, have a pretty 
hear Affinity, and are not ordinarily to be look- 
ed upon as Prodigies and Judgments, but as the 
natural Productions of a Combination of certain 
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natural Bodies. They happen but ſeldom in- 
deed, particularly I mean Earthquakes happen 
but ſeldom in any great Degree, eſpecially in 
our Parts, and therefore when they do happen, | 


they are the more ſurprizing and apt to be 


thought ſupernatural, as Comets were formerly | 


thought, and to be ſent as Plagues and Puniſh- 


ments. But whenever they do thus happen in 


the ordinary natural Way, tho they bring much 
Evil along with them, yet they are preventive 


of greater, 
That 
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That they bring much Evil along with them, 


we have many woeful Proofs. The preſent rag- 


ged and broken Surface of the Globe is ſuppoſed, 
by ſome Philoſophers, to be in great Meaſure 
owing to Earthquakes. Indeed if ſuch dreadful 
Havock hath been lately made in the Earth only 


in the Space of one or two Months, what may 


we imagine to have happened in a Courſe of five 
or ſix thouſand Years? Iflands torn from the 
Cantinents — Rocks and Mountains ſplit aſun- 


der, or removed from their former Situation — 


Whole Iſlands carried down into the Deep, and 
ſometimes new Iſlands and immenſe Rocks rai- 
ſed up from the Bottom of the Ocean — Springs 
and Rivers choaked up and deſtroyed, or forced 
to find out new Beds and Channels — Towns, 

Cities, Territories ſwallowed up by the Earth, 

or immerſed in the Sea: Theſe are ſome of the 

aſtoniſhing and dreadful Effects of Earthquakes. 
Greece had two Cities, Hehce and Burris, (wal- 
lowed up by the Sea. Alia Minor loſt twelve 


Cities by the ſame Diſaſter. All the Iſlands and 


Coaſts of the Mediterranean, and indeed Iſlands 
and Sea Coaſts in general, have commonly been 
very ſubject to Earthquakes, as well as to burn- 
ing Mountains. Sicily and the Coaſt of Campa- 
nia in ITaly have ſuffered particular Ravages both 
theſe Ways. Herculaneum, a City about fix 
Miles from Naples, was ſunk and ingulphed by 
an Earthquake in the Time of Nero. It lies 
buried not very deep under its Ruins to this Day, 
and many curious Pieces of Antiquity have late- 
ly been dug out of it. Catanea in Sicily, we 2 

- ts 


„„ 

ſay, within our own Memory, was totally de- 
ſtroyed, and all its Inhabitants, eighteen thou- 
ſand Souls, went down alive into the Pit: And 


Salermo, ſtill fewer Years ago, ſuffered almoſt the | 


tame Fate. 
Mountainous Places and broken rocky Lands, 


bordering on the Sea Coaſt or in Iſlands, have 
always been remarked to be the moſt liable to 
theſe Diſaſters of Earthquakes, as well as to 
Vulcanos. Mountains are the Repoſitories of 
all Kinds of Foſſils, Metals and Minerals, and 
muſt contain in their Bowels proper Matter for 
the Formation of Earthquakes and Vulcanos. © 
Through the long Courſe of the Andes in ſouth 
America, the greateſt Range of Mountains in 
the World, particularly in the Province of Quzto*, ? 
Earthquakes, as well as burning Mountains, are 
moſt frequent, and moſt dreadful. There was 
a melancholy Inſtance of this about nine Vears 
ago in the Deſtruction of the Port of Callao, and 
the City of Lima, on that Coaſt. Iſlands in ge- 
neral may be juſtly conſidered as Sea Mountains. 
All the American Iſlands, as well as the moun- 
tainous Coaſt of Peru and Chili above-mention- 
ed, are very ſubject to Earthquakes, and a- 
bound with Vulcanos. Jamaica in particular 
hath ſuffered ſo often and ſo much this Way, 
that it may be called the Iſland of Earthquakes. 


a We had Accounts laſt Week in the public Papers, that the 
City of Quito and a conſiderable Territory round about it, were 
entirely devoured by an Earthquake. | 


b The Reaſon why Iſlands, Sea Coaſts, and Sea-port Towns 


are more liable to Earthquakes and Vulcanos, than Continents | 


and inland Countries, may be this, Water 1s a necellary _ 
5 ng | ent 
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But to come nearer Home and to the preſent 


Time; Liſbon, unfortunate, unhappy Liſbon, 


that chiefly gave Occaſion to my preſent Sub- 
juct, how dreadful have been Her Sufferings ! 
We may ſay of Her, as the Prophet doth of 
Tyre; * The City of Confuſion is Lok down + 
Every Houſe 1s ſhut up, that no Man may come 
therein, The new Wine mourneth, the Vine lan- 
guiſbeth, all the merry hearted do figh. In the 
City is left Deſolation, and the Gate is ſmitten with 
Deſtruction. So that, as the ſame Prophet 


ſpeaks in the next Chapter, of 4 City She is 


made an Heap, of a defenced City a Ruin, is ut- 
terly ruined and ſubverted. If any Thing can 
equal Her miſerable Fate, it is the Ruin of the 
two lage and capital Cities of Fez and Mequenez 
in the Kingdom of Morocco, | 

Indeed it ſeems to me, that large Towns and 


Cities have been more viſited with Earthquakes, 


than any other Places. Whether it be, that 
ſuch Towns and Cities are generally Sea-ports, 
and ſituated at the Mouths of Rivers, or on a 
maritime Coaſt, Places remarkably obnoxious to 
Earthquakes, as hath been already obſerved — 
Or whether the Buildings and cloſe Pavements 
in great Towns and Cities may hinder the pent- 


dient to make the Acid of the Sulphur act upon the Iron, and 


produce the Fermentation and Exploſion before mentioned. 


Hence theſe Phænomena generally happen after high Tides, great 
Floods, and Rains, and more frequently in the Winter than 
Summer, as the French Gentlemen ſent to Peru to meaſure a 
Degree of Latitude obſerved more particularly of Vulcanos there. 
Figure de la Terre, par Monſ. Bouguer. 5 e 
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up exploſive Vapors from evaporating and ſpend- 
ing their Force through the Surface of the Earth 
there, though they cannot make ſuch Reſiſtance, 
as to reſtrain or overcome the Power of theſe 
compreſſed claſtic Vapors, and therefore are 
| ſhocked and ſubverted : whilſt the neighbouring 
Places, that are not built upon, allow ſome Sort 
of Vent through the Pores and Crannies of the 
Earth, and ſo fare better: Not to mention, 
that ſuch Places though equally ſhook and agi- 
tated, cannot ſhew ſuch Marks of the Shock, 
nor ſo eaſily be laid in ruinous Heaps, as large 
and lofty Buildings, whoſe Tops begin to totter 
upon the leaſt Shock of their Foundation * — 


Or laſtly, whether ſuppoſing Earthquakes to be | 


divine Judgments, as oftentimes, no doubt, they 


are, Cities may be moſt viſited, as being gene- 
rally moſt wicked. For Cities abound moſt 
with Wealth, the Means of Luxury, Vice, 
and Corruption; and commonly moſt indulge | 
in them. Beſide that Cities are Places of Reſort 
for all the Scum of the Land: The Idle, the 


Vagrant, the Pick-pocket, Thieves, Whores, 


a It is obſervable, that 08 Towns and Parts of Towns 


which ſtood on Rocks always eſcaped with the leaſt Damage; 
and thoſe, on the contrary, that ſtood on common Earth or ſan- 


dy gravelly Soils ſuffered moſt, The Rocks were able to reſiſt 
the Force of the Shock, or gave Vent to the Matter of the Earth - 

quake, by ſome natural Caverns, or violent Rents and Openings. 

But other looſe Soils, being built upon, were neither able to re- 
ſiſt, nor give ſufficient Vent, without being ſubverted. This was 
the very Caſe at Liſbon, as well as many other Places. The Key 
which ſtood on the level Beach or Sand was the only Place that 
ſunk: and a Gentleman from Liſbon aſſured me, there were then 
ſixty Feet of Water upon it. See Philoſ. Tranſ. No. 209. 


and 
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and Beggars as naturally flocking to ſuch Places, 
as Eagles do to a Carcaſs — Whatever the Cauſe 
may be, it ſeems to me indiſputable, that Cities, 
eſpecially thoſe fituated upon the Mouths of 
large Rivers and Sea Coaſts, have moſt ſeverely 
felt this Sort of Calamity, 2 us: 

But, I ſay, notwithſtanding all the Evil that 
Earthquakes and Vulcanos are naturally produc- 
tive of, they are preventive of greater. All Parts 


of Nature, animate and inanimate, are fo wiſely 


framed and conſtituted, as to be able, by their 
own innate Powers, Operations, and eſtabliſhed 
Rules of OEconomy, to reſiſt to a conſiderable 
Degree, or clude external Injuries and Violence, 
and preſerve themſelves from Deſtruction and 
Ruin. The Earth when ſhocked by an Earth- 
quake rather receives than does an Injury ; ſhe 
is as it were in Pain and Travel; ſhe is torn in 
her Bowels, and wants only to diſgorge the pec- 
cant Matter, to diſcharge ferfolf of that Wind, 
and Fire, and Vapor, that torture and throw her 
into Convulſions, and threaten her with De- 
ſtruction. A Village, a Town, a City, or ſmall 
Territory may ſometimes be deſtroyed by theſe 
violent Throws and Convulſions. In the late 
unhappy Caſe at Liſbon, tis ſaid, ſixty thouſand, 
perhaps one fourth of the Inhabitants, periſhed 
by theſe tremendous Shocks, But if the explo- 
ſive Matter of Earthquakes did not every no- 
and then, at different Times, diſcharge itſelf 
in ſmaller Portions, by theſe local Eruptions, 
but were retained and collected in large Quanti- 
ties at great Depths, its Force would become fo 

| C2 enormous 
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enormous and irreſiſtible, that the whole Globe 
of the Earth, like a Shell or Bomb full of 
Powder, would be ſplit to the Centre, would 


be burſt and torn to Pieces, and all the Inhabi- 


tants periſh in the bottomleſs Gulphs *. 


In like Manner burning Mountains or Vulca- 
nos, however terrible and ſometimes deſtructive 


to the neighbouring Inhabitants, are yet of great 
Service to the Place in general. By their Means 
Earthquakes are both fewer and milder: The 
Matter of them here meeting with a ready Vent 


through theſe Spiracles, and preventing the fatal 


Effects that a large Collection of it would other- 


ways produce. Many Places much annoyed 
with Earthquakes, by the burſting out of Vul- 


canos, have in a Manner been quite freed from 
them, as the Iſlands of Monſerat and St. Chri/- 
topher in the Weſt Indies. a 


The ſame Reaſoning holds good with Reſpect 


to many other Things, which, though partially 
Evil, are for the general Good, and inſtead of 
being Tokens of God's Anger, are Proofs of his 
Wiſdom and Kindneſs. Lightning and Thun- 
der, high Winds and Storms, whatever Da- 
mage they may now and then cauſe to Houſes 
and Buildings, to Ships and Mariners, are upon 
the whole of Benefit to the World, and ſerve 


a Concerning the ſtupendous Force of this exploſive Matter 


of Earthquakes, the fame with which is not unfrequently met 
with in Mines, See Philoſ. Tranſ. No. 136, and 318. The 


Power of Gun- Powder is entirely owing to the confined claſtic 
Air and Vapours generated or ſeparated from the Ingredients by 
the Fire and expanded by the Heat. * 
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to purge and purify the Air and Waters, and 
hinder them from growing ſtagnant, putrid, and 
poiſonous to Men and Creatures, 

Many of the Diſaſters and Calamities _ 
that happen to Men in this World, ariſe, 


ſee, from the preſent Conſtitution of Things, 


and not from any Anger of the Deity. They 


are natural Effects of natural Cauſes, and though 


partial Evil, are univerſal Good. There may 
be a great and ſtrong Wind *, that ſhall rent the 
Mountains and break in Pieces the Rocks, and yet 


the Lord not be in the Wind : And after the Wind, 


an Earthquake, and yet the Lord not be in the 
Earthquake : And after the Earthquake a Fire, 
and yet the Lord not be in the Fire. = 
Not but God ſometimes, oftentimes over- 
rules, or ſuſpends, theſe Powers of Nature, and 


turneth and diſpoſeth them, as ſeemeth beſt to 
his godly Wiſdom : Sometimes exerting imme- 
diate Acts of Omnipotence, and ſometimes turn- 
ing even natural Accidents into Menaces and 


divine Judgments. Thus the Scripture hath re- 
corded ſeveral Earthquakes, as Inſtances of God's 
particular Vengeance upon Sinners. Sodom 
and Gomorrha, and the Cities about them, giving 


themſekves over to Fornication, and going after 


8 /frange Fleſh, libidinous unnatural Mixtures, are 


ſet forth for an Example, ſuffering the Vengeance 


of Eternal Fire. In this Judgment, it is moſt 


probable, that God did not exert immediate 


Acts of his Omnipotence, but made uſe of na- 


tural Means, and as it were Things on the Spot, 


a 1 Kings 19. b Jude V. 7. 
for 
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for the Accompliſhment of his Purpoſes. The 
Country about Sodom and Gomorrha abounds 
with Naphtha and bituminous inflammable Mat- 
ter. This, we may ſuppoſe, without impeach- 
ing the Miracle or Judgment, God made uſe of 
when He rained upon them Brimſtone and Fire, 
from Heaven. The bituminous Matter kindling 


in the Earth by the divine Command, cauſed a * 
dreadful Earthquake, with great Eruptions of 


Fire. The Smoke went up from it, like the Smoke 
of a Furnace*, The Ground being thook, rent 
and hollowed underneath, all the Surface fel! 


in: And the Waters at the ſame Time ruſhing *' 


out, formed a great Lake or Sea, called the 


Lake of Aſphaltus, or dead Sea, from the bitu- f 
minocus, and noxious Quality of its Waters, which 


remains to ths DF. | 
Another Earthquake recorded in Scripture as 
a Judgment, was that, which cauſed the Death 


of Corah, and all his Company. Corab and his 


Party were Levites: Dathan and Abiram were 
Deſcendants of Reuben, Iſrael's Firſt-born. 


They murmured againſt Moſes, and againſt Aa- | 


ron, for Taking too much upon them, for aſſuming 
the Prieſthood and Supremacy to themſelves, 
and excluding them, who, they thought, were 


cqually entitled to the Prieſthood, as being Le- 


tes, and to the Supremacy as being Reubentres. 
In ſhort, they prophanely invaded the Prieſt's 
Office, now appropriated by the divine Com- 
mand to the Houſe of Aaron, and through a 
Pretence of remonſtrating againſt his Miniſters, 

a Gen. 19, 28. 
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broke out into Rebellion againſt God. Moſes 
put the Truth of his being directed herein by 

God, upon the following Event, and by a 

Prophetick Spirit ſaid: If theſe Men die the 

common Death of All Men, or if they be viſited 

after the Viſitation of All Men, then the 

Lord hath not fent me. But if the Lord make a 

new Thing, and the Earth open her Mouth, and 
ſwallow them up, with All that appertain unto 

them, and they go down quick into the Pit, then 

ſhall ye underftand, that theſe Men have provoked 
the Lord. And while He yet ſpake, the Ground 
clave aſunder, that was under them, and the Earth 

opened her Mouth, and fwallowed them up, and 

their Houſes, and All the Men that appertained to 

Corah, and all their Goods : They All went down 

alive into the Pit, and the Earth cloſed upon them, 

and they periſhed from among the Congregation. 
And All Iſrael, that were round about them, fled 

at the Cry of them : Fearing, 7 the Earth ſhould 

ſwallow up them alſo. —— And there came a Fire 

from the Lord, and conſumed the two hundred and 

fifty Men, that offered Incenſe. 

Here again we obſerve, that ſulphureous 
Blaſts, or a deadly conſuming Fire accompanied 
this Earthquake, ſulphureous Fire and explo- 
five Vapours being the common Matter of all 
I Earthquakes. — Next Day the Plague began, 
and ſo fatal was it, that fourteen thouſand ſeven 
- | Pundred died of it, befide them that died about the 
1 Matter of Corah. 
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[ 24 ] 
This of Plague or Peſtilence alſo is no un- 
common Circumſtance attending an Earthquake 
in the natural Way *. The ſulphureous and ar- 
ſenical Vapours or Effluvia, which are raiſed by 
Fire in a greater or leſs Quantity from the Ores 


of almoſt all Metals and Semimetals, are ex- 


tremely noxious, The peſtilential Fever at Rouen 


in Normandy about two Years ago ſeemed juſtly 


ſuppoſed to be owing to a thick ſulphureous Fog. 
All Tradeſmen, that work much in Smelting 


Ores, in Quickſilver, and Sulphur, are ſickly, 
and generally ſhort lived. Damps in Mines and 
Coal Pits are often inſtant Death: No wonder 


then that the vaſt Quantities of theſe Vapours, 
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iſſuing out of the Bowels of the Earth at an 
Earthquake, ſhould oftentimes produce Sickneſs 
and Death. Seneca has obſerved *, that a Plague 
was the common Conſequence of an Earthquake, 
and that a Flock of ſix hundred Sheep died at 
that of Herculaneum. Their Deaths were owing, 


as he juſtly ſuppoſes, to poiſonous Vapours, 


and tainted Waters, burſting out from the 


Earth; which infecting the Herbage, and Air | 


near the Ground, affect the grazing Cattle firit 


and moſt, as ſucking in the very Poiſon with | 


their Breath and Food*®: And would ſoon affect 


2 In moſt of the Earthquakes we have any particular Accounts 
of, I find great Sickneſs and Mortalities generally were the Con- 
ſequences ; occaſioned partly by the infected Air, and partly by 
the bad Diet, bad Lodging, and Poverty that enſued. 

b Natur. Qutſt. 1.6. 5 

e At Harleck in Mereoneth-ſpire, about once a Week, for 
many Months together, in the night Time, there hovered about 
the Surface of the Earth a luminous fiery Vapour of ſo deſtructive 


and deleterious a Nature, that, beſide fiering a great many Hay 


Ricks, 
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[25] 
Men too, if the Malignity was not diſperſed by 
Winds, or guarded againſt by good Fires, ary 


Food, and wholeſome Houſes. And even in 


our own northern Climate, Earthquakes are re- 
corded to have happened, particularly one in 
England in 1048, that were attended with great 
Mortality among the Cattle, and a Kind of run- 


ning ſulphureous Fire, Wild Fire it is called, 
that at the ſame Time did vaſt Damage to the | 


Corn and Fruit. 


We have not heard, that this abet of 
Peſtilence hath alſo befallen the poor Inhabi- 


tants of Liſbon. But if it be true, that one Mis- 


fortune ſeldom comes alone, we may juſtly ſay 
ſo in the preſent Caſe, and apply the Words of 
the Pro phet: Fear, and the Pit, and the Snare 
are upon thee, O Inhabitant of the Earth And 


it ſhall come to paſs, that he, who fleeth from the 
Noiſe of the Fear, ſhall fall into the Pit: Aud 
be, that eſcapeth the Pit, ſball be taken by the 


Snare. For the Windows from on high are open, 
and the Foundations of the Earth do ſhake. — Firſt 


the Stones and Buildings, by the dreadful Con- 


cuſſions, being thrown down, either cruſh the 
Tohabitants | in their Houſes, or daſh out their 
Brains in the Streets. At the ſame Time the 


Earth opens her ponderous marble Faws, and ſwal- 
lows up Numbers alive. Flying from theſe 
Deaths on Land, the Bellowing Ocean meets 


Ricks, it poiſoned the Grals Wh it came in ſuch Manner, 


that all the Hotſes, Cows, Sheep, Goats, Hogs &c. that eat of 
it immediately died. 


a Iſalah 24. | 
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6 
them, and though then at low Water and re- 
tired into his inward Channels, heaves in a Body 
of Waters, that threatens to deluge the whole 


Country — If they {till eſcape, the Fires beſet 


them, ſcattered up and down the City by cur- 
ſed Incendiares, whoſe Safety conſiſted in the 
publick Wreck: The Fires, I ſay, beſet them, 
and a general Conflagration completes the 
wretched Scene. Completes do I ſay? No: Eſ- 
caped all theſe, two moſt dreadful Evils may 
ſtill remain for them, Peſtilence and Famine. 


Briſk Winds, and the cold Seaſon of the Year 


may prevent the former. But we have already 
Accounts, that the latter rages among them; 


Hundreds, and thouſands being driven into the 
Fields, without Meat or Drink or Money or U- | 
tenſils, many almoſt without Cloaths ; their 
Corn moſtly ſpoilt and their Mills deſtroyed. — | 
It was a noble Charity in this Nation, and what | 
every private compaſlionate Heart muſt approve 


of, that of the King and Parliaments ſending 


100,000/, or the Value of it in Corn, and Bread, 

and Fleſh, and Cloathing, and Materials and 
Implements for Building, and other Neceſſaries. 

In this our King and Senators acted as Citizens 


of the World, as well as Chriſtians, and laying 
aſide all the little Prejudices of Sect or Party, 
Nation, Religion, or Country, relieved the diſ- 
treſſed from the common Principles of Humani- 
ty, as well as being of the Houſhold of Faith. 
The Charity was great, as to the Amount of it, 
but ſtill greater, by the Seaſonableneſs and Diſ- 
patch of it: What is given quickly, ny a 

ign 
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Sign that it is given willingly : Beſide, that the 


Sufferers muſt have ſtarved by Delay. 


In Times of ſuch general Confuſion and Ca- 
lamity, we ſce how little avail Wealth or Riches, 
Diſtinctions or Titles, the Earthquake ravages 
every where alike: Command and Obedience 


are at an End: and all Calls to order ditregard- 


ed. The louder Calls of Fear and Self-Preſer- 
vation prevail: Every Man 1s for himſelf, and 


the King and the Beggar are almoſt upon the 


ſame level. As with the People, fo with the 
Prieſt : As with the Servant, fo with his Maſter : 
As with the Maid, ſo with her Mijtreſs : As with 


the Buyer, ſo with the Seller: As with the Bon- 
rower, fo with the Lender: As with the Grver of 


Uſury, fo with the Taker of Uſury, The King, 


that hardly uſed to put his Foot on the bare 
Ground, that at a Word, a Look, had thou- 


ſands at his Nod, had Courtiers, and Guards, and 


Soldiers, and Horſes, and Mules, and Coaches, 
and every Thing to attend him, now fat almoſt 
naked, liłe Job, ſtripped of All, in the Abes : 


Sat neglected by himſelf for ſome Hours, ſtun- 


ned and confounded amidſt the general Diſmay, 
and could get no Body to come to him, and 
convey him off from the impending Ruin. And 
when at laſt, he eſcaped for bis Life, he was for- 
ced to abide in Tents, and found no City to dwell 
in, a Mock-Prince, rather than a King, being 


| deſtitute in a Manner of every Thing, without 


Subjects, without Servants, without Cloaths, 


without Houſe, without Money, without Bread, 


24 Iſaiah 24. 
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As the loftieſt Buildings ſuffered moſt, and fell 
ſooneſt by the Shocks: So was it in ſome Sort 


with the higheſt Orders of men. Royalty is 
moſt helpleſs, when it moſt ſtands in need of 
Help: And having ſo little been accuſtomed to 
uſe its own Legs, is ill provided to ſhift for it- 
ſelf, when every Body is running away from it. 

To the other great Calamities before-men- 


tioned there needs be but one more added to 


complete their Deſtruction, and that is the Sword. 
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An Evil always to be apprehended, either from 


the Invaſion of neighbouring Princes, or the De- 
fection of faithleſs Subjects, at a Time of ſuch 
general Calamity, when a Nation could make 
but feeble Reſiſtance, already half conquered by 
the furious Elements: And more eſpecially to 
be apprehended in a Nation, mot rich in Men 
or a fertil Soil, where all} the Wealth and 


Strength of the Kingdom was in a Manner ac- 


cumulated in the Capital, and by the Ruin of 
that Capital all their main Reſources of Wealth 
and Strength cut off. Their next Neighbour 
indeed hath ſhewed himſelf inclined rather to be 
a Protector than an Invader. And it is well, 
that his whole Kingdom intervenes as a Barrier 
to another Nation, who are governed more by 


their Intereſt, or Ambition, than by Amity, 


Compaſſion, or publick Faith; and = might 
have been very apt to have taken Advantage of 
this Diſtreſs of their Neighbours. In ſuch a 
Caſe the Portugueſe might ſay, as the old Bri- 


tons did upon the . of the Pitts and _ 
e 


9 


* The Enemy drives us to the Sea, and the Sea 
drives us back again upon the Enemy: * And be- 
J 7ween theſe two Kinds of Death we are All er- 
J whelmed and deſtroyed. 

But I am afraid, you have en loſt Sight 
of the Point we had in view; Which was an 
Account of ſeveral Earthquakes recorded in 
Scripture, as Judgments upon ſome People, and 
for a Warning and Terror to others. 

Indeed, after all our natural Explications, 
wherever an Earthquake happens, it never fails 
to ſtrike us with a moſt awful Impreſſion of 
the divine Majeſty ; no Shock, like this, being 
able to give us ſuch tremendous Proofs of God's 
Power and Terror. And therefore we find that 
the Lord himſelf is deſcribed, as attended with 
Clouds and Darkneſs, with Lightning and 
Thunder, and Earthquakes, which may be call- 
ed the Artillery of Heaven, in order to ſpread 
Terror before Him, * He comes to viſit 
the Earth. Thus when the Lord appeared on 
Mount Sinai to give the Law, it 1s ſaid, here 
were Thunders and Lightnings, and a thick Cloud 
upon the Mount, and Sinai was altogether on a 
Smoke, becauſe the Lord deſcended on it in a Fire: 
And the Smoke thereof went up, as the Smoke of a 
Furnace, and the whole Mount quaked greatly. 
And fo terrible was the Sight, that Moſes, though 
the Miniſter of God, and familiariſed to the di- 
vine Preſence, ſaid, J exceedingly fear and quake, 
The holy Pfalmiſt thus deſcribes the Deſcent of 
the Lord in his Anger. The Earth trembled 


a Camden. b Exod, 19, c Pſ.18. Heb. 12. 
and 
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and quaked : the very Foundations alſo of the Hills 


ſhook, and were removed, becauſe He was wwroth, 
| There vent a Smoke out in bis Preſence, and a 
Conſuming Fire out of bis Mouth, ſo that Coals 
were kindled at it. He bowed the Heavens alſo, 
and came down, and it was dark under his Feet. 
e rode upon the Cherubims, and did fly : He came 
flying upon the Wings of the Wind. He made 
Darkneſs his ſecret Place, his Pavilion round 4 
bout Him, with dark Water, and thick Clouds to | 
cover Him. At the Brightneſs of his Preſence, his 


Clouds removed, hail Stones, and Coals of Fire. 


* The Lord alſo thundred out of Heaven, and the | 
Higheſt gave his Thunder, hail Stones, and Coals of | 


Fire. He ſent out his arrows, and ſcattered them : 
He caſt forth his Lightnings, and deſtroyed them. 
The Springs of Waters were ſeen, and the Founda- 
tions of the Round World were diſcovered at thy 


chiding, O Lord, at the Blaſting of the Breath of | 


thy Diſpleaſure. 5 1 
This, ſtripped of all its Poetical Imagery, 


which is extremely grand and beautiful, is only 
a Deſcription of an Earthquake, at the Deſcent 


of the Lord, with all its dreadful Concomitants, 


Clouds, Darkneſs, Thunder, Lightning, Fire, 


Flood, Openings of the Earth in large Chaſms, 
and noxious deadly Blaſts and Vapours. — Du- 


2 Heathens expreſſed their Notions of the angry Deity in much 
the ſame Terme. = | 
Calo Tonantem eredidimus Jovem 
Regnare: N Hor: Od, f. l. z. 
— neque 
Per noſtrum patimur ſcelus IO 
Ixacunda Jovem ponere fulmina. Hor, Od.4.1.1. 


ring 


wy 


YL E-3E 
ring the late Convulſions of the Earth, we had 
ſeveral Inſtances in different Parts of the World, 
of Lakes and Rivers being ſuddenly dried up, 
and as ſuddenly filled again with an Inundation 
of Water. The Pſalmiſt ſeems to aſcribe the 
ſudden drying up of the Red Sa, and the River 
Jordan to the ſame Cauſe. * What aileth thee, O 
thou Sea, that thou fleddeſt, and thou Jordan, 
that thou waſt driven back? Ye Mountains, that 
je fripped like Rams, and ye little Hills, hike 


young Sheep? Tremble, thou Earth, at the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord. — When the Son of God was 
crucified, much the ſame Phænomena happen- 


ed, as at the Deſcent of the Lord. The Sun was 
darkened, or as the Prophet ſays, the Sun was 


aſhamed, and hid away his Pace from beholdin 


ſo foul a Deed: *© The Vail of the Temple was 
rent in twain from the Top to the Bottom. And 
the Earth did quake, and the Rocks rent, and the 
Graves were opened; and many Bodies of Saints, 
which flept, aroſe, and came out of their Graves. 
Graves or Tombs of the Jews were often hewn 
out of the Rocks, as: you may ſee by that of 
Foſeph of Arimathea, which he had dug out of 
the Rock for himſelf, wherein he depoſited the 
Body of Jeſus: The Entrance into which Se- 
pulchre or Grave was cloſed up by a huge Stone, 
or large Piece of Rock. There is a particular 
Propriety therefore in ſaying, after the Rocks 
were rent, the Graves were opened ; the Latter 
being a Conſequence of the Former. The Rocks 
being ſplit aſunder by the Earthquake, of Courſe 


a P. i, b II. 24. © Matt, 27. 
the 


TB] 


the Tombs hewn in thoſe Rocks, were opened, 


and Egreſs thereby made for the Bodies con- 
tained in them. — All Nature ſeemed to ſuffer | 
with the Saviour of the World. The Shock 
made a very awful Impreſſion, as God, no 
doubt, intended it ſhould, upon the Hearts of 
the Beholders, who, before this, little thought 
whom they had crucified. When the Centurion, 
and they, that were with him, watching Jeſus, 
ſaw the Earthquake, and thoſe Things that were 
done, they feared greatly, ſaying, truly this was 
the Son of God: Juſtly accounting ſuch dreadful | 
Appearances at ſuch a critical Inſtant to be ma- 
nifeſt Indications of God's Regard for the Suf- 
ferer, and of his Diſpleaſure againſt thoſe, that 
made Him ſuffer. There was alſo a great Earth- | 
quake at the Reſurrection of the Son of God. 
For the Angel of the Lord deſcended from Heaven, | 
and came, and rolled back the Stone from the Door | 
of the Sepulchre. The Soldiers upon watch were | 
ſo much affected, that they ſhaked with fear, and | 


became as dead Men. 


From theſe Accounts it appears, that Farth- | 


quakes, particularly under the Jewiſh Theocra- 


cy, were oftentimes the immediate Acts of God, 
or Effects of his Prefence ; and were deſigned as 


Judgments and Threatenings, as Puniſhments 
upon ſome, and for a Terror and Warning to 
_ Others. OFT Oe 3 

The World has been apt to run into two Ex- 


tremes, which I think equally wrong, with Re- 


gard to their Opinions upon this Subject. Some 
are for accounting for every Thing by natural 
TY Means, 


480] 
Means, and thereby would exclude God, and 
his Providence. And ſome are always for hav- 
ing Recourſe to Curſes and Judgments, and are 
fancying and finding out ſome extraordinary 
Wickedneſs, as a Cauſe for every Calamity or 
Accident. But I hold it equally wrong, to think 
that no Diſaſters or Calamities are Judgments, 


and that All are. For as to the firſt Opinion: Sup- 


poſe an Event may ſeemingly be well enough 


accounted for in a natural Way, yet this muſt 
not exclude the Interpoſition of Providence. 


God, when He eſtabliſhed the Laws of Nature, 


never put them out of his own Hands — never 


gave them a Power to a& independently of 


Himſelf: After all the ſubtle Diſquiſitions of 


the Philoſophers employed in Search of a Chain 


of ſecondary or ſubordinate Cauſes, the great 


primary ones of Gravity, Attraction, &c. can 


only be reſolved into the immediate Influence of 
the great Creator and Governor of the Univerſe. 


Were this Influence of the Deity, which neceſ- 
ſarily ſupports and actuates the World, with- 
drawn, all the Operations of this wonderful 
Frame and Mechaniſm we call Nature, like 


thoſe of a great complicated Machine when its 
moving Principle, the Element of Water, Air, 
or Fire is intercepted, would be entirely at a 
ſtand. Nature itſelf therefore is nothing but the 


Power of God exerted in the Cauſe, Operation, 


and Production of Things in one conſtant, regu- 


lar, uniform Manner. And though upon ſome 


| Occaſions we may diſtinguiſh between God and 
Nature, between what is the ordinary and what 
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is the extraordinary Work of Providence, yet in 
many Inſtances it is impoſſible for us to make 
this Diſtinction. The Event, in Appearance, may 
have been brought about by natural Means, and 
* the Hand of God might extraordinarily in- 
5 ſe and influence thoſe Means, might give 
ons their particular Power, Direction, or Ap- 
plication, and make them break out in ſuch a 
critical Manner, Time, and Place. Infidels are 
for exploding the Miracle, when they can find 
natural Agents made uſe of in the Production of 


it: Not conſidering, that God ſeldom exerts 


immediate Acts of his Omnipotence — that He 
chuſes to do every Thing by natural Means or 
the Operation of ſecond Cauſes, when they can 


be made to anſwer his Purpoſe ; the Miracle 


being ſufficiently evinced by the Time and Man- 
ner of applying theſe natural Agents, and by the 
extraordinary Effects proceeding from them. 

On the other Hand, I think it wrong to judge 
always ſo hardly of other People's Misfortunes, 
as to pronounce every Accident a Curſe, every 
Calamity a Judgment, and to conclude, that the 
greateſt Sufferers in this World, are therefore 
the greateſt of all Sinners. . as I propoſed 
da, 


a Naaman the Syrian refaled. to waſh ſeven Times in the Ri- 


ver Jordan in order to be cured of his Leproſy, He imagined 
the Prophet would only have moved his Hand over the Place, 


and immediately have pronounced Him cured, without uſing any 
ſubordinate Means: If ſuch ſecond Means were to be uſed, He 
thought He might as well uſe the Rivers of his own Country, 
which He faid were better than all the Waters of J/rael. 
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Thoſe who have as yet ſuffered no ſuch Cala- 
mity, may be equally Objects of God's Anger 
— may be in as dangerous, or a worſe Condi- 


tion. I tell you, except ye KRepent, ye ſhall All 


likewiſe periſh, 


Our Saviour doth not deny, but that theſe 


Galileans, who ſuffered ſuch Things, might ſuf- 
fer juſtly, and receive the due Reward of their 


Deſerts, But He ſays, they were no greater 


Sinners, than thoſe that had not ſuffered. If 
Judgment had overtaken Some, it would ſoon 


overtake the Reſt, if they did not eſcape it by 


| Repentance, I tell you, except ye Repent, ye ſhall 
All likewiſe periſh. — This afterwards proved to 


be the miſerable Caſe of the People our Lord 
{poke to. They were All become guilty before 


God: They did not repent : And therefore 


they All very ſoon did periſh : And the Romans 


came and took away both their Place and Nation. 
What therefore though one Perſon, or City, 
or Nation, be viſited with ſome very ſevere At- 
fliction or Calamity ? Others, that have hitherto 


eſcaped this Viſitation, may be equally deſerving 


of the ſame or a worſe Fate, and may be ſtand- 
ing on the Brink of Deſtruction themſelves, 
while, negligent of their own Danger, they are 
cruelly inſulting the Misfortunes of their poor 
_ unhappy Neighbours, and deluded by Self-Flat- 


tery into a vain Opinion of their own Innocence, 


are triumphing in an imaginary Security. Our 
Saviour tells the People of Capernaum, at a Time 
v hen they ſeemed to be in a very happy flouriſh- 
ing State, that it ſhould fare better with Sodom 
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hereafter, than with them. * And thou Caper- 
naum, which art exalted unto Heaven, ſhalt be 

brought down to Hell. For if the mighty Works, 
 mohich have been done in thee, had been done in so | 
dom, it would have repented, and thereby have | 
remained unto this Day. But it ſhall be more To- | 
lerable for the Land of Sodom, in the Day of 
Fudgment, than for Thee. 

Thoſe therefore, that have as yet ſuffered no 
ſuch Calamities, may as much deſerve them — 
may now be equally the Objects of God's An- ® 

ger, and may toon become. the Subjects of his 5 
Vengeance. 
Inſtead then of Judging or Condemning thoſe, * 
who labour under any ſuch Afflictions or Cala- 
mities, we ſhould rather judge and condemn ©! 
ourſelves — look well if there be any way of Wick- 
edneſs in us, that Tmquity may not be our Ruin. 
This would be making a right uſe, the very 
ule our Saviour would y us make, of what 
we looked upon as divine Judgments, when we 
learn. to take warning by other People's Misfor- 
tunes, and refrain from thoſe Sins, which we 
imagined brought down the Curſe of God upon | 
them. It is a fear ful Thing to fall into the Hands 
of the Living God. He ſhall rain upon the wicked 
Fire and Brimſtone, Storm and Tempeſt : This 
ſhall be their Portion to drink. If we cbink there 
is Wrath gone cut from the Lord, and that his 
Judgments are begun, let us with our Prayers 
and Repentance endeavour ſpeedily to make an 
Attonement, Let us fland in the Gap between the 


a Matt. 11. 8 
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Dead and the Living, that the Strobe may be flay- 


ed, and the Calamity ſpread no further. Let us 
remember, that at the Interceflion of Abraham, 
God would have ſpared Sodom, if only Ten' 


Righteous Perſons could have been found in the 


City; And that therefore the Piety of a Few 
may prevent the Deſtruction of Many. 


As for thoſe, who think ſuch Calamities to 
be no Judgments, but merely natural Effects of 


natural Cauſes, let them learn from hence at 
leaſt to conſider, how ſhort and uncertain their 
Continuance is here, and how vain it is to ſet up 
their Reſt in this World, or thing that their 
Houſes ſhall continue for ever, or their dwelling 

Places endure from one Generation to another. For 
though tome Countries may be more ſubject to 
Earthquakes, than others: No Land is free 

from them ; they are felt from the Torrid to 


the Frigid Zone. This our Land hath frequent- 


ly been moved, and our Capital within theſe 
ive Years hath been ſhook, twice ſhook, by an 
Earthquake — How ſudden and ſurprizing 1s 


the Invaſion of this terrible Evil! How dreadful 


and inevitable the Deſtruction ! * Againſt other 


Kinds of Evil, we can in ſome Meaſure guard 


Ourſelves. We can keep off an Enemy with- 
out by Walls and Ramparts. Or if He ſhould 


enter the City, a few only of the moſt obnoxious 
are ſlaughtered : The Reſt with their Houſes 


and Goods are generally ſpared. From Tem- 
peſts at Sea we can retire into Havens of Secu- 


Fty, From Hardſhips on Land, from Wind, 


a See Senec. Natural, Nux I. 6. 
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and Rain, and Hail, and Froſt, and Snow, we 
have Houſes to ſhelter us. When Lightning 


and Thunder threaten, we can take Refuge in 
deep Vaults, and ſubterranean Cells. A Fire or 


Conflagration, we can moſt of us with our Per- 


ſons, if not with our Effects, flee from. In a 


Peſtilence we can change the Climate, if we 
cannot by any Means ſtop the Rage of it. Many 
Exils we can foretell and provide againſt. But 
an Earthquake is an unforeſeen, unavoidable, 
relentleſs, all-devouring Evil. No Wiſdom can 


calculate its Approach, or ſay when, or where, 


or in What Manner it will ſpend itſelf. No 


Power can withſtand its Force, no Speed or Sa-. 
gacity eicape the Reach of it. He, that ſhall go 


to fave his Life, may loſe it; and in endeavour- | 


ing to run from Death, we may run directly! in- 
to it. 


How doth it ſurpriſe People in thele Health 
and Strength, amidſt their Pleaſures, their Paſ- 


ſions, their Follies, Vanities and Crimes! For 


when they fhall ſay, Peace and Safety: Then ſud- 
den Deſtruction cometh upon them, as a Travail 


upon a Woman with Child, and they ſhall not eſ- 


cape. * As it was in the Days of Nook, they did 
cat, they drank, they married Wives, they were 


given in Marriage, that is, they lived in all 


Kinds of Riot, Feſtivity, and Pleaſure, unto the 
very Day that Noah entred into the Ark, and the 


Flood came, and deſtroyed them All. — Or, as it 


was afterwards in the Days of Lot : They did eat, 


they drank, they bought, they fold, they planted, 


a Theſſ. Jo b Luke 17. 1 
| Fey 


[ 39 ] 
they builded : They were wholly taken up with 
_ worldly Projects and Enjoyments, little thinking 
of the Fate approaching. But the ſame Morning 
that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained Fire and 
 Brimſlone from Heaven, and deftroyed them All. 
In ſhort, whether Earthquakes be natural 
Effects of natural Cauſes, or preternatural Ma- 
nifeſtations of divine Vengeance, they are extre- 
mely alarming in their Attack, and moſt dread- 
ful in their Operation and Conſequences : : And 
never were more fo, I believe, fince the World 
began, than they have been of late ; whether 
we conſider their Violence or Degree, their Ex- 
tent, or Duration. — It is a Shock, that is e- 
nough to make the ſtouteſt Heart to tremble— 
to make the Infidel and Atheiſt, thoſe who 
made a Mock of God and Goodneſs, and wor- 
ſhipped only the Idols of their own Heart, 70 
make them caſt their Idols of Silver, and their Idols 
of Gold to the Moles and to the Rats, to go into the 
Clefts of the Rocks, and into the Tops of the ragged 
Rocks,” for fear of the Lord, and for the Glory of 


2 By Accounts hitherto received, it appears, that the Earth- 
quakes have continued for the Space of near three Months, name- 
ly from the 1ſt of November to the laſt of January; and have 
been felt more or leſs during that Time in different Places, from 
Iceland almoſt to the Tropic of Cancer, and from the Kingdom 
of Morocco on the Continent of Africa, quite acroſs the Atlantic 
Ocean to the Iſles and Continent of America: A Courſe of about 
4000 Miles from Eaſt to Weſt, and more than 2000 from North 
to South: A ſuperficial Extent of 8 „ooo, ooo Miles, which is 
about one twenty fifth Part of the whole Earth: For the Dia- 
meter of the Earth, 8000 Miles, being multiplied into its Peri- 
phery, 25000 Miles, gives the Content of the whole Surface of 
the Earth, 200,000,000 Miles: Of which the above Extent 
comprehended by the Earthquakes 1s a 25th Part. 15 ; 
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bis Majeſty, when He ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 


Earth. 9 15 

The aftrighted Inhabitants of Liſbon, and of 
many other Places, thought the Lord was come 
40 ſmite the Earth with a Curſe * — thought the 


great and terrible Day of Judgment was at Hand, 


in the which the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a 


great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with fer- 


vent Heat: The Earth alſo and all the W. orks 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up. 


Nor was it without Reaſon, that they enter- 


| tained theſe Apprehenſions: As there were Signs 
_ almoſt ſufficient to make them expect that Ca- 
taſtrophe. For our Saviour has foretold ; that 
there ſhall be * Wars and Rumors of Wars, Nation 


ſhall riſe againſt Nation, and great Earthquakes 
ſhall. be in divers Places, and Famines, and Pefti- 


lences , and fearful Si hes, the Sea and the Waves 


roaring ; Mens Hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after thoſe Things which are coming on 


the Earth: Fur the Powers of Heaven ſhall be 
ſhaken: That theſe ſhall be the Beginnings of 


Sorrows, and ſome of the previous Signs of his 
Coming. And though the Lord ſtill delayeth his 


Coming, yet ſeeing * all theſe Things molt dank 
hall be diſſolved, we know not how ſoon, what 
Manner of Perſons ought we to be in all 2 Con- 


verſation and Godlineſs ! Looking for, and haſting 
wnto the coming of the Day of Gd! 

In ſuch Shocks and Convulſions of Nature, her: 
f the Earth reels to and fro like a Drunkard, and 


2 a Ifaiah2. b Malachi 4. c 2 Ep. Peter 3. d Luke 21. 


e 2 Ep. Peter 2. f Iſaiah 24. 
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all her Foundations are out of Courſe, when that 


which is the only firm Baſis and Support of All, 
the Earth itſelf, fails us, and ſinks away under 
our Feet, what muſt became df us in this dread- 
ful Diſſolution of Nature, if the God of Nature, 
if the God of the whole Earth, doth not reach out 


an helping Hand to fave us, and ſnatch us from 


the Jaws, the flaming Jaws of the wide-gaping 
Earth! At this Time God is our only Help and 
Strength: A very preſent Help in Trouble. And 
if God be our Helper, we need not fear, tho' 


the Earth be moved, and tho' the Hills be car- 


ried into the midſt of the Sea. Tho' the Waters 
thereof rage and ſwell, and tho' the Mountains 
ſhake at the Tempeſt of the ſame. For when 


theſe our Houſes of Clay, our Earthly Tabernacles, 


are diſſolved, He is able to receive us into everlaſt- 
ing Habitations. If God be our Helper, it is of 
no Conſequence, what becomes of the Body 


here for a while, or how its Separation from 


the Soul is effected. It matters not, whether a 
{mall Stone ſtrikes me down dead, or a whole 
Mountain falls and covers me — whether I be 
buried three Feet, or three thouſand under 
Ground. The ſame good God 1s all ſufficient 
for me, and can raiſe me-up from the loweſt 
Pit : So that the Deep ſhall give up her Dead, 
and the Earth ſhall no more cover ber ſlain. 


To Sala Such fatal Cataſtrophes, the 


Overthrow of ſo many Towns and Cities, ſhew 
us, by woeful Experience ſhew us, that here 


a Pſalm 46. b Hebr. 1 3, 
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We 
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5 05 ous no continuing City, and therefore that iis 
+ foould ſcel for. One to cenie: That we ſhould 
YL | wag our Intereſt and Affections in that Feruſa. 
em, which it abobe, and Hh the Mother-City of 
us All: A City; which Will for ever ſtand un- 
moved againſt all the Shocks of Time, and 
Tempeſt, and raging Elenas: A Cit 0 
bath Eine Foundations ; why Ma 
— is God, | 0 ; 
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